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The Beaver County Conservation District was established by Resolution #213 on August 3, 1961 for the conservation of the soil and soil 

resources in Beaver County and for the control and prevention of soil erosion.  Its mission is to  preserve natural  resources and protect and 

promote the health, safety and general welfare of the people of Beaver County and to provide technical services to improve resource man-

agement for the benefit of farmers and urban residents. 

 

 

 BEAVER TALES    

 

Summer 2018 

 

A beautiful evening at Marshall 

Pond for the pond workshop. We 

learned about aquatic plants and 

pond maintenance from Susan 

Boser, Water Resources Coordi-

nater at Penn State Extension. 

 

 

Thirty-five people learned about 

using rain barrels and rain gar-

dens to control stormwater at 

this workshop. Participants re-

ceived a free rain barrel kit. 

 

 

 July is Lake Awareness Month 
 

This is the ideal time to set aside a week, a day or even just an hour to celebrate 

your favorite lake, pond or reservoir by participating in one or more of the follow-

ing activities, according to the Pennsylvania Lake Management Society:  Assist 

with volunteer monitoring activities in your watershed, go boating, kayaking, ca-

noeing or fishing.  You could also organize a family day at a local lake or pond, go 

swimming or organize a lake or watershed clean-up event. 
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Richard Smith, Vice Chairman 
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Jeff Lyons, Director 

Dan Camp, Director 

 

Associate Directors   
 

  Lydian Fisher 

Peter Staudenmeier 

 

District Staff 
 

James Shaner, Executive Director 

Marty Warchol, Watershed Specialist 

Vacant, Resource Conservationist 

Georgia Miller, Finance Administrator 

Heather Humbert, Environmental Educator 

Richard Voytko, Nutrient Management Specialist 

 

 

Part-time Field Assistants 
 

     Homer Summy         Don Winegar 

                    Dustin Covert         Kristin Aquino 

                                 

 
We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us.  

When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to 

use it with love and respect.                   Aldo Leopold 

      

 

Contact Us 
 

156 Cowpath Road 

Aliquippa, PA  15001 

 

Phone  (724) 378-1701      

                                                                        

   Fax  (724) 857-1044      

                                                                                             

         Office hours:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.   Mon. -  Fri. 

 

Send inquiries to 

beavercounty.conservationdistrict@bccdpa.us 

 

Keep up with BCCD activities on Facebook!                                                                                   

 

Watershed Updates 

 

What is a watershed?  It is the area of land that drains to a 

common waterway, such as a stream or lake.  Small watersheds make 

up larger watersheds, which in turn form larger river basins which may 

drain to the largest water body of all…the ocean. 

 

 

Raccoon Creek 

  

Potter Township and Independence Conservancy have been 

working on the Tank Farm/Rocky Bottom Park Master Site De-

velopment Plan for the past year. It will serve as a roadmap for 

building the features of the new park and provide an excellent 

conservation resource to the community. The overall design 

approach focuses on enhancing the quality of landscape and 

habitat based on an ecosystem approach, and sensitively in-

serting low-impact circulation infrastructure in the form of trails 

and supporting facilities, leading to a highly functional, educa-

tional and visually pleasing park.  A draft of the Master Plan 

Report was presented to the public on June 26, 2018. The pro-

ject was partially funded by a Pennsylvania Department of Con-

servation and Natural Resources Community Conservation 

grant with matching funds from Potter Township. 

 

Little Beaver Creek 

The Little Beaver Creek Watershed lies in northwest  Beaver 

County and eastern Ohio.  The creek is an exceptionally clean 

waterway with a highly diverse ecosystem, home to the rare 

and endangered salamander, the Hellbender.    

 

Beaver County Conservation District completed another project 

on the North Fork in Darlington Township.  A section of severely 

eroded streambank was stabilized using habitat-friendly in-

stream structures.  The project will increase aquatic habitat as 

well as reduce sediment loading to the stream. Funding was 

provided through a Growing  Greener grant from the PA Depart-

ment of Environmental Protection. 

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem


 

 

 

 

They Did It Again! 

Central Valley High School Wins the Beaver County Envirothon 

 

The team, Free Soil Party, from Central Valley Area High school, beat out seventeen other teams to become the winner 

of the 2018 Beaver County Envirothon.  They were also the winners of the 2017 Beaver County Envirothon.  Team mem-

bers are:  Kevin Kennelly, Sean DeWeese, Jon Katherine, Ned Mitrovich and Isaac Johnsen.  Brian Emler is the team 

advisor.  At the Envirothon, five-member teams participate in a series of field station tests that focus on five topic areas 

– soils and land use, aquatic ecology, forestry, wildlife, and environmental issues.  The 2018 current environmental is-

sue focused on “The Benefits of Grassland and Pastureland Management.”  The competition was held at Bradys Run 

Park on May 9, 2018.   

  

The team represented Beaver County 

at the 35th Pennsylvania Envirothon 

state competition which was held  at  

Susquehanna University and Camp 

Mount Luther on May 22 and 23, 

2018. High school students from 66 

Pennsylvania counties participated in 

this year’s event.  The Beaver County 

team placed 12th.  Pennsylvania Envi-

rothon and Shell provided financial 

support for the event.  

 

 

 

     Left to right:  Sean DeWeese, Isaac Johnsen, Ned Mitrovich, Jon Katherine and Kevin Kennelly 

 

Partners include PA Game Commission, PA Department of Forestry, 

PA Fish and Boat Commission and the Natural Resources Conserva-

tion Service.

  

The team, Poppin Porcupines, from Western Beaver Junior High 

School took home the first place trophy at the Junior Envirothon         

level. 

 

 



 

 

   

         

   Ag Corner   
 

 

 

 

What is a pasture? 
 

A pasture provides forage for grazing livestock.  One definition of a good pasture is an area with vegetation at 

least three inches high with minimal bare spots throughout the growing season.  Two key questions for pasture 

management include:   

 What nutrients are in the soil and available for the forage crop to use?   

 Am I managing the forage well with the main tool for management (grazing animals)?   Conducting soil tests of 

pastures can provide information on the nutrients available to plants.  This will allow the farmer to make edu-

cated decisions regarding inputs of nutrients and lime.  Managing the number of animals and the timing of 

grazing affects forage production.  Rotational grazing can maximize forage production by moving animals on a 

regular basis to allow forage to rest and regrow before being grazed again.  Over the season, livestock obtain 

more forage from the pasture.  In a well managed pasture soil erosion can be reduced and water quality in 

nearby streams can be improved.  Well managed pastures improve the bottom line!  The conservation district 

can assist farmers with soil testing and development of a grazing plan. 

 

Soil Testing 
 

How acidic is the soil on your field?  How much phosphorous is available to your crop?  These questions and more 

can be answered with a simple soil test.  Knowing the nutrients available to your crop can provide the information 

needed to make cost effective decisions to optimize crop yields.  Adding the optimum amount of nutrients to your 

soil also can reduce nutrient loss to nearby streams, improving water quality.  Fertilizer is not cheap!  Use a soil 

test to determine what you need.  The district can assist farmers with development a soil testing program. 

 

All farms tilling greater than 5,000 sq. ft. must have an erosion and sedimentation plan (Conservation Plan).   All 

farming operations that land apply manure need to develop and implement a manure management plan.  Call the 

conservation district to get detailed information and support developing your plans.   



 

 

 

Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads  Update 
 

 

 

Four projects are underway in the county this summer. 

Greene Township began construction on a Low Volume Road stream crossing. This project started with a tempo-

rary road being installed so that three twenty-four inch pipes could be removed from the stream bed. Footers were 

poured for the new structure to sit on, then the stream crossing structure was bolted together and placed onto the 

new foundation. Finish work is still in progress.  

 

 
 

 

Darlington Township is working on a Dirt and Gravel Road site. 

Fifteen new cross pipes were installed, and three hundred feet of underdrain were installed to properly remove 

water from the road surface. The road surface will be milled then a product called DSA will be placed by a paver 

then rolled and compacted on one mile of the project. The Township will chip and seal the remaining mile of road 

surface. 

 

 
 

 

Independence Township will begin a Dirt and Gravel road project shortly.  They will be replacing rusted cross pipes 

and adding new pipes, then they will regrade and compact the road surface. 

 

Darlington Borough will be entering into a contract for a Low Volume Road Project in which drainage will be han-

dled with new box culverts and piping. Work will begin later this summer. 



 

 

 

 

 Environmental Education with the District  

Spring & Summer 2018 
 

This spring brought heavy rains to the District’s wetlands, along with some unique learning opportunities for stu-

dents. While participation from elementary schools was lower this year than during the previous spring, we saw 

several new groups visit our facilities. We had a number of new preschool classes come to learn about wetland ani-

mals and to experience nature firsthand. We also had some new scout groups schedule programs on wetlands as 

well as lessons on forestry and habitat management. Leaders of returning groups saw how this year’s spring 

storms impacted our property, and some visitors enjoyed learning about flood impacts mere hours after the waters 

had receded. Thankfully, most groups had clear skies for their wetland hikes, and only a few had to deal with a 

sprinkling of rain. 

 

 

Weather impacts, such as late cold spells and frequently turbid waters, decreased opportunities for macroinverte-

brate studies and delayed the hatching of tadpoles and emergence of froglets and toadlets. The students didn’t 

seem to mind, however, as there was still plenty of mud along the trails for them to search for animal tracks. Wild-

life sightings included bald eagles, osprey, great blue herons, green herons, red-winged blackbirds, mallards, 

softshell and snapping turtles, muskrats, frogs, and deer. 

To counter the decrease in spring visitors, this summer has included more classes. We joined with the Carnegie 

Library of Beaver Falls to teach kids about water pollution and what they can do to help prevent it. We also joined 

the local Girl Scouts at this year’s Twilight Camp, presenting to them information on Pennsylvania bats. 

Heather Humbert 

Environmental Educator 



 

 

No-till Drill For Rent 

The Beaver County Conservation District has purchased an 8’ Truax FLEXII 812RD No-Till drill that is available for 

rent to interested farmers in Beaver County.  The purpose of the drill rental program is to encourage and assist 

farmers in implementing no-till crop production systems, including cover crops, as well as promote good pasture 

management.  Reducing tillage can improve soil health and improve farm economics.  Renting this drill provides 

farmers with a low cost opportunity to try no-till planting and determine if it can be an asset to farm management.  

More information is available on our website or contact the district’s agricultural technician.

 
 

Dates to Remember 

 

July 28, 2018 

Summer Wildflower Hike 

10:00 AM, BCCD Environmental Center 

 

August 3, 2018 

Rare, Threatened and Endangered Plants 

5:00 PM, BCCD Environmental Center 

 

August 28—September 1, 2018 

Big Knob Fair 

 

September 14, 2018 

Manure Hauler Meeting/Certification 

9:00 AM—12:00 PM, BCCD Environmental Center 

West Nile Virus Update 
 

The West Nile Virus Surveillance Program has joined the Beaver County Conservation Dis-

trict.  We monitor and treat areas for West Nile Virus and notorious mosquito breeding 

sites within Beaver County. 

This year has been a particularly aggressive mosquito season due to high precipitation and high temperatures 

and humidity.  So far this summer we have had four positive mosquito pools for West Nile Virus throughout the 

county and we still have more summer to come. 

We encourage everyone to be vigilant and remove any standing water from their property. Remember to clean 

birdbaths out every week and remove any containers that may hold water after a rain event. 

We also encourage everyone to protect themselves by wearing mosquito repellent and wearing long sleeved 

shirts and long pants while working outdoors during peak mosquito activity. 

We will continue our surveillance throughout the summer and wish everyone a fun, safe summer!! 


