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The Beaver County Conservation District was established by Resolution #213 on August 3, 1961 for the conservation of the soil and soil 

resources in Beaver County and for the control and prevention of soil erosion.  Its mission is to  preserve natural  resources and protect and 

promote the health, safety and general welfare of the people of Beaver County and to provide technical services to improve resource man-

agement for the benefit of farmers and urban residents. 

 

 

 BEAVER TALES    

 

Summer 2019 

A Snapshot of Beaver County Agriculture    
Richard Voytko: Agricultural Conservationist, Beaver County Conservation District 

Joe Petrella: Chairman, Beaver County Agricultural Land Preservation Board 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Census of Agriculture was released in April 2019.  

This report provides an overview of agriculture across the country and in each individual county. The data 

documents what occurred on farms in 2017. So what is the state of agriculture in Beaver County        

Pennsylvania? 

 

Beaver County had 613 farms in 2017       

according to the census of agriculture. The 

amount of land in farms was 53,832 acres.  

These figures indicate that there has been only 

a slight decrease in the number of farms and 

acreage since the last census conducted in 

2012. 

 

What is the most common crop in the county?  

By a wide margin, hay/forage is the most   

common crop with over 13,400 acres. Corn 

comes in a distant second place with about 

4,700 acres. Soybeans rank third at just over 

2,000 acres. Oats, wheat, vegetables, and 

orchards round out the common crops grown 

in the county.   

 

According to the 2017 census of agriculture, 

there are 29 farm operations with milk cows in 

the county totaling 1,628 milk cows. This would average about 56 milk cows per operation. In contrast, 

there were 185 beef farms in the county totaling 2,228 beef cows. The average beef operation has about 

12 cows. Horse operations are also common in the county. There were 166 operations in the county   

totaling 1,129 horses.  This is an average of about 7 horses per operation. There are a few pig, sheep, 

goat, and poultry operations in the county. Many farms have multiple types of operations. 

 

What does the future hold for farming in Beaver County? Evidence indicates that dairy farming is     

shrinking in the county since the 2017 census. There seems to be an increase in beef, vegetable and 

specialty crops.  Maintaining the farm land base is the key to the future of farming in Beaver County. 

 

The Beaver County Conservation District assists farm operators who manage the soil, water, and other 

natural resources to sustain healthy productive farm land. The district provides technical assistance   

including: whole farm conservation planning, soil erosion and sedimentation planning as well as manure/

nutrient management planning. Landowners can request assistance by calling the district at 724-378-

1701. 

 

The Beaver County Agricultural Security Area and Agricultural Land Preservation programs are both     

voluntary programs. By signing up for both of these programs, farmers are telling the public that they want 

to preserve the agricultural viability of their municipality and the county. As of May 2019, there are over 

47,246 acres in Agricultural Security Areas and over 3,195 preserved acres on 29 farms. The preserved 

farms will remain farmland in perpetuity (forever). Landowners can request more information by calling 

724-770-4429 

  

Hay/Forage and Corn are  the two most common crops 

grown in Beaver County 
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We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belonging to us.  

When we see land as a community to which we belong, we may begin to 

use it with love and respect.                   Aldo Leopold 

      

 

 

Contact Us 
 

156 Cowpath Road 

Aliquippa, PA  15001 

 

Phone  (724) 378-1701      

                                                                        

   Fax  (724) 857-1044      

                                                                                             

         Office hours:  8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.   Mon. -  Fri. 

 

Send inquiries to 

beavercounty.conservationdistrict@bccdpa.us 

 

Keep up with BCCD activities on Facebook!                                                                                   

 

Watershed Updates 

 

What is a watershed?  It is the area of land that drains to a 

common waterway, such as a stream or lake.  Small watersheds make 

up larger watersheds, which in turn form larger river basins which may 

drain to the largest water body of alléthe ocean. 

 

 

 

 

 

New Watershed Specialist  

 

Beaver County Conservation District would like to welcome 

Hannah Schrauder as the new Watershed Specialist. Since  

October 2018, Hannah has been training closely with Marty 

Warchol in order to take over the position in July 2019 after 

Martyõs retirement.  

 

 

 

 

Raccoon Creek 

  

Potter Township and Independence Conservancy have been 

working on Rocky Bottom Park. The overall design of the park 

focuses on enhancing the quality of landscape and habitat 

based on an ecosystem approach, and sensitively inserting  

low-impact circulation infrastructure in the form of trails and 

supporting facilities, leading to a highly functional, educational 

and visually pleasing park. The project was partially funded by a 

Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural         

Resources Community Conservation grant with matching funds 

from Potter Township. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Martyõs Retiring After 19 Years! 

 

We would like to congratulate Marty Warchol on her retirement from the Beaver 

County Conservation District. Marty was a dedicated and appreciated employee 

of the district for 19 years and her warmhearted spirit will certainly be missed.  

 

Marty began working for the district in May 2000 as Program Assistant. She then 

became an Erosion and Sediment Technician from August 2000 until September 

2002. She finished her time with the district as Watershed Specialist from      

October 2002 to her retirement in June 2019.  

 

Marty thoroughly enjoyed her position as Watershed Specialist. Her favorite   

program that she was responsible for was the Envirothon.  

  

We wish Marty the best in her future endeavors. Retirement will surely offer her 

many new opportunities, which we know she will embrace wholeheartedly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************************************  

 

Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads 

Summer 2019 

Sadly, summer in Beaver County means a sea of orange traffic cones 

signaling lane restrictions, lane closures, long traffic lines, and          

frustrated drivers. On the bright side, road maintenance is coming to 

three Beaver County Municipalities this summer.  

 

Grant money collected from the State fuel tax and passed through the 

Pennsylvania State Conservation Commission to the local conservation 

districts are going to be used to fund projects in Beaver County.  

 

Three Municipalities were awarded grants by the Beaver County        

Conservation District this year. Independence Township, Darlington Township, and Vanport Township. Independence        

Township will be using the grant to work on two projects, Darlington Township will also be working on two projects, and      

Vanport Township will be working on a stream crossing project. Each one of these projects will benefit the local streams by 

reducing sediment and controlling dust. Most of the road drainage will be directed to allow for gentle sheet flow of the water. 

This means that the sediments will slowly be released to the earth instead of entering the streams. Vehicle safety will be    

improved by properly re-crowning and shaping the road surfaces and removing the potholes and ruts.  

 

We ask you to please be courteous and safe while maneuvering the sea of orange traffic cones this construction season.  

Marty Warchol and Hannah Schrauder at the 

Beaver County Envirothon 



 

 

       

2019 Envirothon  

Congratulations Central Valley High School! 

Central Valley High School Envirothon team, Free Soil Party, won first place in the 2019 Beaver County Envirothon! This is the 

third year that this team has placed first in the competition. Team members are: Kevin Kennelly, Sean DeWeese,                   

Jon Katherine, Ned Mitrovich, and Isaac Johnsen. Their team advisor is Brian Emler.   

 

The Envirothon is a competition where five-member 

teams participate in a series of tests that focus on 

five topic areas ð soils and land use, aquatic ecology, 

forestry, wildlife, and environmental issues. The 2019 

current environmental issue focused on òAgriculture 

and the Environment: Knowledge and Technology to 

Feed the World.ó The competition was held on May 8, 

2019 at Bradys Run Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The team went on to represent Beaver 

County at the Pennsylvania State       

Envirothon that was held on May 21st 

and 22nd at the University of Pittsburgh      

Johnstown. At the competition they   

competed against high school students 

from 65 Pennsylvania Counties. The  

Beaver County team placed 6th!     

Left to right: Sean DeWeese, Ned Mitrovich, Isaac Johnsen, Kevin Kennelly, and 

Jon Katherine 

 Pennsylvania State 

Competition 


